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Internal Assessment Resource

Latin Level 1

EXPIRED
	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 90865 version 2
Present a Roman viewpoint

	Resource title: Through Roman Eyes

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 3
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-02-2015-90865-02-4509

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement Standard Latin 90865: Present a Roman viewpoint

Resource reference: Latin 1.4B v3
Resource title: Through Roman Eyes

Credits: 4

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are designed to ensure that teachers can carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Latin 90865. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This assessment activity requires students to present a Roman viewpoint on entertainment, in English. Students need to show that they are able to use linguistic and socio-cultural knowledge to communicate relevant information and ideas, with Latin references.

The Roman viewpoint on entertainment is the focus of the activity in its current form. In this activity, students present a report to a film producer who is making a film set in ancient Rome. The producer has asked for information on Roman attitudes to entertainment. The students must present in writing and/or orally the opportunities that two forms of entertainment in Rome offered its citizens.

This is a generic activity and could be adapted for the Roman viewpoint on a wide range of other topics, such as: daily life, living conditions in Rome, family life, conquest, the role of women, government, trade, occupations, religion, architecture, engineering, medicine and science, law, education, or slavery.

Ideas, such as sense of occasion, violence, social justice, innovation, participation, socialising, and customs are suggested to help students think critically and reflectively about the Roman viewpoint. Adapt these ideas to suit any other topic you use.

Conditions

Students will need at least two weeks of their own time to complete all tasks individually. 

Students can give their presentation in writing, orally, or using both oral and written modes, e.g. in a computer-assisted presentation. 

Resource requirements

The students will need to have primary source material available from Roman authors such as Pliny, Plautus, Terence, Cicero, Juvenal, Martial, and Seneca. Suggested secondary sources are J. Carcopino’s Daily Life in Rome, J.P.V.D. Balsdon’s Life and Leisure in Ancient Rome and Social Life in the Early Empire, U.E. Paoli’s Rome: its People, Life and Customs, and W. Warde Fowler’s Social Life at Rome in the Age of Cicero.
Other resources, such as material from the Internet, the news media, or libraries, may be used. Ensure that students are aware that this material must be referenced appropriately and included in a bibliography.

Additional information

None.
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	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Present a Roman viewpoint
	Present a Roman viewpoint in depth.
	Present a Roman viewpoint comprehensively.


Student Instructions 

Introduction

This assessment activity requires you to write a presentation about different forms of entertainment in ancient Rome. 
You are employed by a film producer who is making a film that is set in ancient Rome. The producer wants information on the Romans’ attitudes to entertainment during the first century. 

You need to present the opportunities that two forms of entertainment offered Roman citizens.

You can complete your presentation in writing or orally, or both (for example, as a computer-assisted presentation). 

You have approximately two weeks to complete all tasks individually, in your own time. Your teacher will specify a due date.

You will be assessed on how well you are able to present a Roman viewpoint on entertainment, using two specific forms of Roman entertainment.

Task

Develop a presentation for the film producer that covers any two forms of Roman entertainment, e.g. chariot racing and the theatre. 

Refer to three or four ideas that show Roman attitudes to entertainment, such as: sense of occasion, violence, socialising and customs. 

Teacher note: Modify the context and topics to suit your students and course.

Fully expand your points with detailed descriptions.

Support your descriptions with Latin references, such as: images of Roman artefacts; Latin terms, phrases and/or quotations; images or maps, or other relevant materials. 

Make sure that any evidence you give is appropriate and unambiguous, and that you explain it clearly in English.

Assessment schedule: Latin 90865 Through Roman Eyes 

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student presents a Roman viewpoint on entertainment, focusing on two specific forms of Roman entertainment, the theatre and the circus. 

The student applies linguistic and socio-cultural knowledge and communicates relevant information, ideas and Latin references from resources and/or previously studied material.
The student discusses three or four ideas related to the Roman viewpoint on entertainment, e.g. innovation.
For example (partial): 

Innovation in the theatre

Roman audiences at the theatre adored the illusions that could be created through special effects. Pieces of stage machinery, machinae, included a winch to hoist actors up and down. The Romans were very inventive and their engineers must have had considerable skill. Theatre design, in fact, developed hugely under the Romans with innovations like the velarium (awning) and the aulaeum (curtain) that were unknown to the Greeks. They were able to build long-lasting superstructures, raising an artificial cavea, a seating area that formed an enclosed area that seated large audiences.

They were able to overcome the difficulties of allowing the audience to hear the words spoken by the actors. All actors wore a mask persona, which had a large mouthpiece to serve as a loudspeaker for the voice.
	The student presents in depth a Roman viewpoint on entertainment, focusing on two specific forms of Roman entertainment, the theatre and the circus. 
The student applies linguistic and socio-cultural knowledge and expands unambiguously in English on relevant information, ideas and Latin references from resources and/or previously studied material.

The student discusses three or four ideas related to the Roman viewpoint on entertainment, e.g. innovation. 
For example (partial): 

Innovation in the theatre

Roman audiences at the theatre adored the more realistic illusions that could be created through special effects. Pieces of stage machinery, machinae, included a winch to hoist actors up and down so that they could zoom in unexpectedly as gods or goddesses. There were even sound and lighting effects that could accompany Jupiter aloft in the form of thunder and lightning.

The Romans were very inventive and their engineers must have had considerable skill. Theatre design, in fact, developed hugely from Greek times under the Romans with details like the velarium (awning) and the aulaeum (curtain) that were unknown to the Greeks. They were able to build long-lasting superstructures, raising an artificial cavea, a seating area that formed an enclosed area with good acoustics and designed to seat large audiences.

They were able to overcome the difficulties of allowing the audience to hear the words spoken by the actors. All actors wore a rather grotesque mask persona that had a large mouthpiece to serve as a loudspeaker for the voice. As the Romans used stock characters in their plays, the persona also helped the audience to identify the character who was speaking.
	The student presents comprehensively a Roman viewpoint on entertainment, focusing on two specific forms of Roman entertainment, the theatre and the circus. 

The student applies linguistic and socio-cultural knowledge and fully expands on relevant information, ideas and Latin references from resources and/or previously studied material.

The student discusses three or four ideas related to the Roman viewpoint on entertainment, e.g. innovation.

To support the answers the student uses Latin evidence that is appropriate and unambiguous, and could include mention of Roman artefacts; Latin terms, phrases or quotations; images, maps or other material. The Latin references / quotations are explained in English.

For example (partial): 

Innovation in the theatre

Roman audiences at the theatre adored the more realistic illusions that could be created through special effects. The poet Ovid says “They come to see” – “spectatum veniunt”.
Pieces of stage machinery, machinae, included a crane to hoist actors up and down so that they could zoom in unexpectedly as gods or goddesses, deus ex machina (god from a winch). There were even sound and lighting effects that could accompany Jupiter aloft in the form of thunder and lightning. Theatre design, in fact, developed hugely from Greek times under the Romans with innovations like the velarium (awning) and the aulaeum (curtain) that were unknown to the Greeks. They were able to build long-lasting superstructures, raising an artificial cavea, a seating area that formed an enclosed area with good acoustics and designed to seat large audiences. This sense of enclosure came from another great Roman innovation, the frons scaenae, the wall of the backstage building, which rose to the height of the auditorium and connected with it.

The Romans were also able to overcome the difficulties of allowing the audience to hear the words spoken by the actors. All actors wore a rather grotesque mask persona that had a large mouthpiece to serve as a loudspeaker for the voice. As the Romans used stock characters in their plays, the persona also helped the audience to identify the character who was speaking.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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